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GEOGRAPHY OF THE DANUBE-BLACK S24 C.HAL AREA

[ﬁumbers in parentheses refer to oppended sourcesl7

" The idea of building a cenal from the Danube to the Black Sea, to solve
' problems of drought and transportation, wes first conceived in 1837. How-
ever, the technical knowledge of engineers in Rumaniz was not sufficient to
.- undertake suchi 2 job, The Danube Commission, which resulated ship traffie
on the river, showed no interest in the project. In the summer of 1949, the
Central Cornmittec of the Rumanian Workers Party and the Council of Ministers
drev up 2 vlan to cut a waterway throu;gh the Carn.Su steppes between the Dan-
ube port of Cerncvode and the newly crested Bluck Sea port of Midia, (1)

The Danube flows 300 kilometers from Cernuvedz o Sulina. The Danube-
Black soen fual cuts this distance to ¢ Rilometers und will permit steamers
tc zo directly from Constanta to Cernavoda.(2)

The witers of the Danube carry millions of tons of slit and sand which
' are deposited in shallows and on sandbanks. These shallows and sandbanks,
with resultant swamps, provide great hardships for ships in the delta ares.
Costly dradging operations have to be maintiined. However, the delta has
gradually silted up so that transportetion is almost at a standstill. The
new canal vill obviate the necessity for dradging the delta of the Danube.
It will cut travel disiance 300 kiloneters, improve transport ~nonditions, and
reduce the cost ¢f shipping.(1l)

The Danube port of Cernavoda will bc dredsed and will oe provided with
all the facilities of a maritime port.(2) “he nev vort of Midia, on the
Black Sea, will be seven times the size of Constanta, and freight-handling
facilities 111 be many times those of tie lotber port. (1) Medgidia, formerly
considered it place of exile, now has a central machine shop waich amounts to
a metallurgical factory. In addition, it hus = brick works and ¢ cement

plant.(2)
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Dobruja, the area through which the Danube-Black Sea Canal runs, is bounded
on the south by the Bulgarian plateau, and on the north by the Dobrujan moun-
tains, the oldest in Rumania. They are of the same age as the mountains of Bo-
hemia, Crimea, Scotland, and Scandinavia. The entire Dobrujan plateau varies
from 2-3 meters above sea level in some areas to 455 meters above sea level in
the north.(2)

The southeast part of Rumania, which constitutes the Dobruja, is cut off
from the rest of the country by the Danube. This area contains a depression,
called the Cara-Su valley, where yellow-green swamps and pools are prevalent.
. The valley, which opens toward the south and east, has constant stormy winds,

icy cold in winter and scorching hot in summer. Despite the proximity of the
! Danube, there are bad droughts each year. The grain dries out and the inhabi-
tants go hungry.(l) The strongest wind to blow over this rocky soil is known
as the "Black Wind," It 1s hot and dry; it parches the earth and burns spikes
of grain in & few hours. In the winter the "Crivat," a strong cold northeast
wind from the USSR, blows over the area.

. The soil has a dry calcareous base. In spots, loess strata several meters
thick are found. Swampy areas are covered vith loyers of slime. Chalk and
kaolin prevail ot Murfutlar, granite at Macin, and nummulitic calcareous for-
nations at Azarlac; marble is found in Carera arnd Basghiol. There are many
dry river beds in the Dobruja, including those of the Cara-Su, Pecineaga,
Cerna, and Saraitul rivers. A thread of water still flows in mauy of these.
Many have become stagnant swamps. However, melting snows turn them into rag-
ing torrents in the spring. Otherwise, in this arid area the only water is
! the Danube to the west ard north, and the Black Jea to the east. Underground
wvater flowing eastwaril from the Danute is found 50-£0 meters below the surface.
In the past, inhabitants were not able to make [ull use of the wateir supply.
i Small wells were overexploited, and water becaze subject to theft and specula-
tion.

The Dobruja is half as densely populated as the rest of Rumania. Villages
of Rumanirns, Tartars, Truks, «nd Ukrainians cr2 to de found. The crops and
rauna differ from those found west of the Darulce. The Dobruja has the Georglan
turtle, the bald vhite stepme eagle, und 2 Yoz constrictor one tenth the size

o the cne found in Africe.

: aud millet, which are
. Durinz some years, pre-
wizesy tha, iz to say, one

The characteristic grains of this ro
- . nore successful in a dry elimate than corn or
cipitation in the Dobruja is less vhan 25 o
third the amount needed for agricultur.. I that lourish here, how-
ever, are reope and chick-peas. The Dobruyj : three quarters of the
entire Rumarian rape crop and helf the ¢ntire chick-pea crop.(2)

The path of the canal, which is bein; built to irrigate this area, leads
from Cernavoda to the Midia fonthills, The area may be divided ianto three
types of relief. The first feature 's the Cura-3u valley, with its numerous
stagnant lakes and swamps. Here the inhobitants have to carry on a constant
struggle for water. From Pozrte Alba to Oviiiu che canal crosses a range of
the Canari hills for more than 15 kilometers. The depth of the canal bed in
this sector reaches more than 80 meters. In the third sector, the canzl ex-
tends across the steep coastal slope to tho zea, Slulees, ewergency dams,
pumping stations, etc,, will be built wlouyg tihe cwnel. Forts with first-class
equipment will be tuilt at Cernavoda, Mirciuveods, Medgidia, Poarta .lba, Mae
i sarcia, Navodar, and Midia.

One of the most important sectious of th: project is the Pozrta Alba ureq'
which has two connections with the sex. One is tie railroad line [rom Con-
stanta, the other is the canal.. In Lhis cection the construction of the canal
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is nearly finished. The caral headquarters and centrul administration will
be in Poarta Alba. The smull town of Poarta Alba is turning into a city with
more than 20,000 inhabitants.(l) At Poarta Alba and Nazarcea, mechanieal
shovels and excavators are being replaced by miners because it is necessary
to cut so deeply through the hills. Equipment used includes the Soviet SE 3
excavetor with a 3-ton shovel, Soviet Kirov tractors, ZIS L-5 ton cranes,
Soviet drills, and electric dredges.of the NZ 12 type. More than 13,000 kilo-
grams of dynamite have been used here thus far.(2)

In Midia, warehouses, residential quarters, and two breakwaters each 7
kilometers in length will be erected.(l) lumerous roads and bridges will ke
htlt over the uow roadless steppe. Water reservoirs will be built along the
canal. These will contain many millions of cuble meter: of water for irriga-
tion.(l) Reservoirs with a total capacity of nearly 700,000 cubic meters will
ve constructed in valleys urnd depressions over an arsu of 2,500 lectares.

One such reservoir is in the Cocos valley.(2) MNore than 100,000 nhectares of
asround will be improved for agricuttural use. « network of canals, Ted by
huge pumps at the Dunube, have spread Danube wators hundreds of iilometers
cver the Dobruja steppes.(l) State farms and collectives have irrigated 367
hectares thus far. Along the canal, experiments =re beiny carried on with
cotton, sesame, peanuts, lufa, and chick-peas.(2) Tn protect ageinst the
"Bluck Wind" and thz "Crivat," protective forest belts covaring 15,000 hectares
(2) have becn planted in two strips, varying from 1l to (O meters wide, one

on cach of the canal. In the past 35 years, hundveds of thousands of ‘elms,
cherry trees, white acacia, and other trees have besn 1lunted.(l)

The raising of fish 1s expected to increase. The most important centers
of fish raising in the country ars in the Dobruja in Tulcea, Constantu, Isac-
cea, Macin, Sulina, 3fantul Gheorghe, and Butadi,. ‘The £irst Rumanian school
i for piszeiculture hus been se. up in Constunta. Thousands ol hectares of ponds,

! deltns, and meadows are now bein:: used for tic scientific raising of Tish.(2)

The building of the canal will greatly ail health and foreigu trade.
Statistices show that in the pust, one of cvery seven irhabitants of this area
was ili with malaria. The canzl projeet provides for the cleaning up of
swanps which have led to the braeding of mosquitces.(Z2) Within a short time,
foreign trade will be expedited by the shortening of the wcter route; ships
carrying grain, cotton, machines, and petroleus viil make their way Lo the
sea via the Dausube-Black Sew Canal.(l)

The zppended map shows the path of t
on each side, the approximate location o 1 and railroad bridges
over the canal, the approximate location of . weiral locis, and the new .
roads along the ganal.(l)

protective forest belt

o
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Sketcn of the Dunube-Bluck .ca Canal




